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Honorable Guests,
Dear students and faculty members,
Dear colleagues and friends,

We are glad and proud to welcome you to this edition of SCE. This event has become one of the most
notorious in the region, thanks to the efforts of the Faculty of Public Health at Antonine University, and
more specifically, to those of our Department of Dental Laboratories Technology.

The World Health Organization’s “World Oral Health Report 2003” emphasized that even though great
improvements have been achieved in the oral health status of people across the world, problems still
persist. The major challenges for the future will be to translate present knowledge and proven
experiences of disease prevention and health promotion into concrete programs, benefiting from the
improvements in oral health science to the fullest possible extent.

The WHO Oral Health program gives priority to research, thus helping correct the so called 10/90 gap,
which relates to the notion that only 10% of funding for global health research is currently allocated to
health problems that affect 90% of the world population. Since knowledge is one of the major vehicles
for improving the health of the poor particularly, the WHO Oral Health Program focuses on the
stimulation of oral health research in the developed and developing world to minimize risk factors and
the burden of oral disease, and also to improve oral health systems and to increase the success of
community oral health programs. Establishing and supporting research capacity is highly
recommended.

In line with this global concern, the main objective of this gathering that takes place every two years is
to help developing informative and constructive continuing dental education programs, in order to
enhance the performance of dental professionals and oral health care providers in the region.
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Finally, I would like to thank our speakers as well as the organizers, especially Mrs. Maya Nohra,
Director of the Dental Laboratory Technology Department, and Mr. Rodny Abdallah, the coordinator of
this event, and to wish you all a very successful and fruitful experience.

SCE 19 Congress will outline the most important clinical cases, information and advanced dental
solutions in diverse specialties of the Dental Laboratory Technology career. This edition offers a very
rich scientific agenda, carefully designed to respond to the needs of Dental Professionals, Dentists,
and Dental Technologists.

The Antonine University's mission is to educate responsible and knowledgeable citizens, and to
promote a contextualized research-end and innovation-driven professionalism. This is why this
congress is a perfect incarnation of our mission and values, since it responds to a local and global
need, and it strengthens the bonds between research and practice.
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